October, 2008

Dear Councilmember,
I am writing as a voter in your district to express my strong support for continued funding of the county's court system when you consider the County Executive's 2009 proposed budget.
While I appreciate that the current economic downturn is beyond the County's control and that the projected $90 million deficit facing the county must result in some cuts to county programs, I am still troubled by the millions of dollars in cuts that our court system may be facing in 2009.  
As an attorney, I know firsthand how critical the justice system is to our society.  It is a constitutionally required function of county government, adjudicating 20,000 criminal cases in county superior and district court each year, and more than 50,000 civil cases in county superior court.  These range from capital murder cases to complex child custody cases, with each case of importance to the parties involved.  Ultimately, the workings of our court system effect all King County citizens whether they are direct parties or not.
A failure to adequately fund our courts could result in children waiting in limbo when adoption hearings are delayed, drug addicts filling our jails rather than receiving the treatment they need, and probation officers not verifying that domestic violence orders are being enforced, to name just a few examples.
Our county's superior and district courts have made significant strides in finding savings for 2009 that will reduce their budget expenses.  Yet my worry is that when looking at the overall county budget and your need to find $90 million in cuts, the Council might impose additional reductions so draconian as to impact the fair and timely access to justice that our citizens are entitled to receive.

As you review the County Executive's budget proposal this month and next, I urge you to accept the recommendations already made by the county superior and district courts, and not impose any further reductions on these critical and required government services.  
We owe it to the citizens of King County to protect their access to our court system by providing adequate funding.  Should they ever need it, the citizens of our county must always be allowed their "day in court."

Sincerely,

INSERT YOUR NAME AND HOME ADDRESS HERE

