May, 2010
Dear Councilmember,
I am writing as a voter in your district to express my strong support for allowing the voters to choose whether or not we should raise the sales tax or cut our county's justice system budget.

As an attorney, I know firsthand how critical the justice system is to our society.  It is a constitutionally required function of county government.  A failure to adequately fund our courts, prosecutors, defenders, and sheriffs could result in children waiting in limbo when adoption hearings are delayed, probation officers not verifying that domestic violence orders are being enforced, and life threatening delays in police response times especially in unincorporated areas of our county, to name just a few examples.
In response to the recession, the county has already made difficult but responsible cuts of over $209 million to its budget over the past two years, reducing it from $837 million to $628 million today.  Now without new revenues, we face another $140 million in budget cuts.  Law enforcement and the justice system will not be able to adequately carry out their responsibilities to maintain public safety and guarantee due process under the law at such a dangerously low budget level.  The people of King County should decide whether they want to take such risks.

If the public says no to this small $40 per year (11 cents a day) increase per household, then the Council must continue with draconian cuts to the level of county government services.  But why not let the voters have their say?  We should respect their judgment.  Please support the effort to place this measure on the August ballot.

Sincerely,

INSERT YOUR NAME AND HOME ADDRESS HERE

